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AVIO AND ARIANEGROUP SIGN CONTRACT FOR ARIANE 6 STABILIZED
PRODUCTION PHASE VALUED OVER 200M€ FOR AVIO

e ArianeGroup and Avio have concluded a major contract for the production of Ariane 6
items up to 2029, including P120/P160 boosters and oxygen turbopumps;

e Europropulsion, the JV co-owned by ArianeGroup and Avio, integrates and supplies P160C
solid rocket motors to Ariane Group throughout the stabilized exploitation phase of Ariane
6 and Vega C;

e The commercial agreement also covers the mutual supply of components and equipment
for ArianeGroup’s Ariane 6 and Avio’s Vega C launchers.

e The total value of the order intake associated to the signed contract exceeds 200M€ for
Avio.

Colleferro (Rome), 17 November 2025 - On November 14, Avio and ArianeGroup have
concluded an important agreement that renews their industrial cooperation to secure Europe’s
independent access to space. Europropulsion, a joint venture equally owned by ArianeGroup and
Avio, will supply P160C solid rocket motors for the stabilized exploitation phase of Europe’s heavy
launcher Ariane 6. The contract secures the production of the P160C for the next years up to
2029 and is an important milestone for Ariane 6.

Developed jointly by ArianeGroup and Avio through Europropulsion, the P160C is a common solid
rocket motor for boosters on Ariane 6 and for Vega C first stage, as a shared building block of
the two European launcher families. This new motor has a significantly increased performance
compared to the current Ariane 6 and Vega C boosters, and was ground qualified in 2025. The
first Ariane 6 launch with the P160C is planned for the second quarter 2026 in the Ariane 6
configuration with four boosters.

As part of the commercial agreement, Avio will also supply additional liquid oxygen turbopumps
for ArianeGroup’s Vulcain engine that equips the first stage of Ariane 6. ArianeGroup will supply
a range of components and equipment for the Vega C launcher. The cooperation builds on a
longstanding industrial partnership between ArianeGroup and Avio and gives visibility to both
companies for the next years, at least up to 2029.

Giulio Ranzo, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Avio, said: "Avio and Ariane Group are very
satisfied to have signed a broad industrial agreement, seeking to capture synergies between



Ariane 6 and Vega C to improve technology and performance as well as to increase cost
competitiveness. Their joint venture Europropulsion, now over 30 years old, remains &
fundamental building block of European’s capabilities to access space.”

Martin Sion, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of ArianeGroup, said: “ The ramp-up of Ariane 6 is in
full swing. The arrival of the P160C motor opens a new chapter for Ariane 6 and Vega C. | would
like to thank the teams at ArianeGroup and Avio. The agreement demonstrates once again that
cooperation is key to ensure a comnpetitive and autonomous European access to space.”
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Avio is a leading international group engaged in the manufacturing and development of space
launchers and solid, liquid and cryogenic propulsion systems. The experience and know-how built up
over more than 50 years puts Avio at the cutting-edge of the space launcher sector and defense
program. Avio is present in Italy, France, United States and French Guyana, employing more than
1500 highly qualified personnel. Avio is the prime contractor for the Vega program and a sub-
contractor for the Ariane program, as well as a leading solid rocket motor subcontractor for the design
and manufacturing of major European tactical missile programs.

ArianeGroup is an industrial company delivering critical missions for the space and defence sectors.
With 8,300 highly qualified employees in France and Germany, ArianeGroup has unique expertise in
access to space, covering the full spectrum of civil and military launch systems, including design,
development, manufacturing, integration, flight preparation, operational readiness and end-of-life
decommissioning. ArianeGroup is lead contractor for the Ariane 6 European launcher for the European
Space Agency (ESA), and for the French oceanic deterrent force M51 strategic missile for the French
Defence Armament Procurement Agency (DGA). Internationally recognised for its innovative,
competitive solutions, ArianeGroup has expertise in state-of-the-art technologies, from the chemistry
of propellants and composite materials, to liquid, solid and electric space propulsion systems.
ArianeGroup also offers a broad range of space, defence and industrial equipment and services, both
individually and together with its subsidiaries Sodern, Pyroalliance, Nuclétudes and APP.

In the field of space launchers, ArianeGroup’s subsidiary Arianespace markets Ariane 6, and its
subsidiary MaiaSpace develops and markets the reusable launcher Maia.

ArianeGroup, equally owned by Airbus and Safran, posted consolidated revenues of €2.5 billion in
2024.
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